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AUUG General Information

Memberships and Subscriptions

Membership, Change of Address, and Subscription forms can be found at the end- of this issue.

All correspondence concerning membership of the AUUG should be addressed to:-

The AUUG Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 366,

Kensington, N.S.W. 2033.
AUSTRALIA

General Correspondence

All other correspondence for the AUUG should be addressed to:-

The AUUG Secretary,
P.O. Box 366,
Kensington, N.S.W. 2033.
AUSTRALIA

AUUG Executive
President Greg Rose

greg@softway.sw.oz
Softway Pty. Ltd.,
New South Wales

Treasurer Michael Tuke

mjt@conjure@labtam.oz
Vision Control Australia
Victoria

Committee Frank Crawford

Members
) frank@teti.qhtours.oz

Q.H. Tours

New South Wales

Chris Maltby
chris@softway.sw.oz

Softway Pty. Ltd.
New South Wales

Next AUUG Meeting

Tim Roper

timr@labtam.oz
Labtam Information Systems Pty. Ltd.
Victoria

Richard Burridge

richb@sunaus.sun.oz
Sun Microsystems Australia
New South Wales

Tim Segall
tim@hpausia.aso.hp.oz

Hewlett Packard Australia
Victoria

AUUGS9 Conference and Exhibition, will be held at the Sydney Hilton Hotel from

Tuesday 8th to Friday 11th August 1989.

Full details will be sent to members in the mail in early July.

AUUGN
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AUUG Newsletter

Editorial
Welcome to the Newsletter.
In this issue we have an acticle from John Lions and also David Horsefall’s Off the Net.

We also have our regular reprints from the USENIX and EUUG Newsletters. Please note that we also
have a USENIX proceedings offer.

My next task for AUUG will be assemble the proceedings for AUUGS9. I am told that Programme
Committee headed by Peter Bames has assembled a good range of speakers and papers for the
Conference. As AUUG’s major event of the year it is well worth attending. Watch out for our mailer
which should get to you in early July.

For the bush laywer’s amoung you we have a special treat. The AUUG Incorporated Constitution is
printed in this issue. Those attending the Annual General Meeting held during AUUGS89 perhaps should
become acquainted with it.

REMEMBER, if the mailing label that comes with this issues is highlighted, it is time to renew your
AUUG Membership.

AUUGN Correspondence

All correspondence reguarding the AUUGN should be addressed to:-

John Carey

AUUGN Editor

Labtam Information Systems Pty. Ltd.
P.O. Box 297

Mordialloc Victoria 3195
AUSTRALIA

ACSnet: john@labtam.oz
Phone: +61 3 587 1444

Contributions

The Newsletter is published approximately every two months. The deadline for contributions for the
next issue is Friday the 14th of July 1989.

Contributions should be sent to the Editor at the above address.

I prefer documents sent to me by via electronic mail and formatted using troff -mm and my footer
macros, troff using any of the standard macro and preprocessor packages (-ms, -me, -mm, pic, tbl, eqn)
as well TeX, and LaTeX will be accepted.

Hardcopy submissions should be on A4 with 35 mm left at the top and bottom so that the AUUGN
footers can be pasted on to the page. Small page numbers printed in the footer area would help.

Advertising

Advertisements for the AUUG are welcome. They must be submitted on an A4 page. No partial page
advertisements will be accepted. The current rate is AUD$ 200 dollars per page.

Mailing Lists
For the purchase of the AUUGN mailing list, please contact Tim Roper.
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Back Issues ‘ ; v
Various back issues of the AUUGN are available, details are printed at the end of this issue.

Acknowledgement

This Newsletter was produced with the kind assistance and equipment provided by Labtam Information
Systems Pty Ltd.

Disclaimer

Opinions expressed by authors and reviewers are not necessarily those of the Australian UNIX systems
User Group, its Newsletter or its editorial committee. ‘
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President’s Letter

Just a short note this time, in the lead up to the mad rush of AUUG’89. Early indications are that the
conference will be a big success, with all the display stands and sponsorships filled, and some extremely
interesting speakers, local and overseas.

Peter Barnes and his program committee are doing a great job, as are the organising committee
including Frank Crawford and Pat Duffy.

Hopefully, this newsletter will also show the results of the election of officers. I would like to express,
on behalf of myself and the treasurer and secretary, Michael Tuke and Tim Roper respectively, gratitude
for the vote of thanks implicit in being re-elected unopposed. As Tim said recently, it takes a whole
year just to learn how to do the job, it would be a shame to lose that experience. It is time for us to start
training replacements, though... :

This will be the last one of these you get to read before AUUG’89, so I can say "see you there".
Best regards,

Greg Rose.
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Secretary’s Letter

The collective mind of AUUG is currently occupied by AUUGS9, the 1989 Conference and Exhibition.
All the indicators point to this being the most successful AUUG event ever. Acceptance of papers for
consideration has closed and rumour has it that Peter Barnes has been sighted somewhere in his office
underneath a pile of A4 envelopes and faxes. ACMS have exhibition space booked at 100% capacity
with about 30 vendors occupying over 50 stands (and there is a waiting list). We are delighted to have
Pat Duffy managing a professional publicity campaign for the conference. Those details again: Tuesday
8th — Friday 11th August, 1989 at the Hilton Hotel in Sydney. All members and previous attendees will
receive a brochure containing registration, accommodation and general information in early July. These
matters are being managed by ACMS whose phone number is (02)3324622.

Look out for AUUG’s own stand at AUUGS89. There you will find the FaceSaver camera, AUUGN
back issues, USENIX conference proceedings, T-shirts and of course membership information. Why not
take the opportunity to renew your membership? Cheques, Bankcard, Visa, Mastercard and even cash
accepted.

Elsewhere in this issie you will find the results of the election of office bearers for 1989/90. I would
like to record my thanks to the retiring committee members and extend my congratulations to the new
ones. ' ’
A current project, expected to be off the ground before AUUGRS9, is, at long last, membership cards.
These will serve as receipts, proof of membership (for discounts etc.), and perhaps a useful renewal rem-
inder. (Reminders will continue to be posted.)

At the last Management Committee Meeting the schedule of membership fees for the 1989/90 financial
year was set as follows.

Ordinary members $78
Institutional members $325
Student members $ 45

Membership still includes a subscription to AUUGN. You may be interested to know that the Ordinary
membership fees is very close to the actual cost of publishing AUUGN and of mailing reminder notices
and ballot papers annually to members. Fees for overseas mailing have been brought into line with
current costs and there are now two overseas airmail fees according to country zone. New membership
application forms are being prepared; in the mean time the old forms and fees will be accepted.

Finally I would like to extend apologies to Hewlett-Packard Australian Software Operation who, due to
a clerical error on AUUG’s part, have been omitted from the listings of Institutional members published
in the previous three issues of AUUGN.

Tim Roper
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AUUG Incorporated
P.O. Box 366
Kensington N.S.W.
Australia 2033
auug@munnari.oz.au

ket

The 1989 Annual General Meeting of AUUG Incorporated will be held
at the Hilton Hotel in Sydney on Thursday 10th August, 1989 at
five PM. This is in conjunction with the 1989 Conference and

Exhibition.

NOTICE OF ANNUALVGENERAL MEETING

The agenda is attached. The minutes of the last general meeting
of the association, being the 1988 Annual General Meeting, were
published in AUUGN Volume 9 Number 5 dated October 1988.

Timothy Roper
Secretary

AGENDA
1. Apologies ‘
2. Minutes of last meetiné (15th September, 1988)
3. Business arising from Minutes
4. Returning Officer's Report
5. President's Report
6. Secretary's Report
7. Treasurer's Report
8. Meetings in 1990
9. Next Annual Generél Meeting

10. Other BRusiness
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AUUG 1989 Election Results

Returning Officer’s Report - Results of ballot for office bearers 1989-1990

President:
Greg Rose

Secretary:
Tim Roper

Treasurer:
Michael Tuke

Committee
Peter Barnes
John Carey
Pat Duffy
Chris Maltby

Returning Officer
John O’Brien

Assistant Returning Officer:
David Purdue

87 votes were received out of 357 ballots sent out

John O’Brien
Returning Officer
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Adelaide UNIX Users Group

The Adelaide UNIX Users Group has been meeting on a formal basis for 12 months.
Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month. To date, all meetings have
been held at the University of Adelaide. However, it was recently decided to change
the meeting time from noon to 6pm. This has necessitated a change of venue, and, as
from April, meetings will be held at the offices of Olivetti Australia.

In addition to disseminating information about new products and network status, time
is allocated at each meeting for the raising of specific UNIX related problems and for
a brief (15-20 minute) presentation on an area of interest. Listed below is a sampling
of recent talks. :

D. Jarvis "The UNIX Literature"

K. Maciunas  "Security"

R. Lamacraft "UNIX on Micros"

W. Hosking "Office Automation”

P. Cheney "Commercial Applications of UNIX"
J. Jarvis "troff/ditroff"

The mailing list currently numbers 34, with a healthy representation (40%) from
commercial enterprises. For further information, contact Dennis Jarvis
(dhj@aegir.dmt.oz) on (08) 268 0156.

Dennis Jarvis,
Secretary, AdUUG.

Dennis Jarvis, CSIRO, PO Box 4, Woodyville, S.A. 5011, Australia.
UUCP: {decvax,pesnta,vax135}!mulgalaegir.dmt.oz!dhj

PHONE: +61 8 268 0156  ARPA: dhj%aegir.dmt.oz!dhj@seismo.arpa
CSNET: dhj@aegir.dmt.oz
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WAUG

Western Australian UNIX systems Group

PO Box 877, WEST PERTH 6005

Western Australian Unix systems Group

The Western Australian UNIX systems Group (WAUG) was formed in late 1984, but
floundered until after the 1986 AUUG meeting in Perth. Spurred on by the AUUG
publicity and greater commercial interest and acceptability of UNIX systems, the group
reformed and has grown to over 70 members, including 16 corporate members.

A major activity of the group are monthly meetings. Invited speakers address the group on
topics including new hardware, software packages and technical dissertations. After the
meeting, we gather for refreshments, and an opportunity to informally discuss any points
of interest. Formal business is kept to a minimum.

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month, at 6pm. The (nominal) venue is
"University House" at the University of Western Australia, although this often varies to
take advantage of corporate sponsorship and facilities provided by the speakers.

The group also produces a periodic Newsletter, YAUN (Yet Another UNIX Newsletter),
containing members contributions and extracts from various UNIX Newsletters and
extensive network news services. YAUN provides members with some of the latest news
and information available.

For further information contact the Secretary, Skipton Ryper on (09) 222 1438, or
Glenn Huxtable (glenn@wacsvax.uwa.oz) on (09) 380 2878.

Glenn Huxtable,
Membership Secretary, WAUG
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AUUG Institutional Members

ACUS / UNISYS
Adept Business Systems Pty Ltd
Aldetec Pty Ltd
Apscore International Pty Ltd
Australian Electoral Commision
Australian Nuclear Science & Technology Organisation
Australian Wool Corporation
Autodesk Australia P/L
BHP Melbourne Research Labs
Ballarat Base Hospital
Basser Department of Computer Science
CSIRO DIT
CSIRO Division of Manufacturing Technology
Centre for Information Tech & Comms
Civil Aviation Authority
Comperex (NSW) Pty Ltd
Computer Software Packages
Computerscene International
Cybergraphic Systems Pty Ltd
DBA Limited
Data General
Davey Products Pty Ltd
Dept of Industry, Technology and Resources, Victoria
Dept of Lands - Central Mapping Authority

- Digital Equipment Corporation (Australia) Pty. Limited

Elxsi Australia Ltd
Flinders University Discipline of Computer Science
Fujitsu Australia Limited
Gould Electronics Pty Ltd
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Harris & Sutherland Pty Ltd
Hewlett Packard Australia Limited
Hewlett-Packard Australian Software Operation
IPS Radio and Space Services
: - Ipec Transport Group
Labtam Information Systems Pty Ltd
Lands Department, Qld
Lionel Singer Corporation
Macquarie Bank Limited
Macquarie University
Main Roads Department, Queensland
Monash University Computer Science
NEC Information Systems Australia Pty Ltd
NSW Parliament
National Engineering Information Services P/L
Nixdorf Computer Pty Limited
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AUUG Institutional Members

Olivetti Australia Pty Ltd
Olympic Amusements P/L
Overseas Telecommunications Corporation
Prentice Computer Centre
Prime Computer of Australia Ltd
Q. H. Tours Limited
Qld State Govt Computer Centre
Racecourse Totalizators Pty Ltd
Reark Resources
SEQEB
Sigma Data Corporation Pty Ltd
South Australian Institute of Technology
Sphere Systems Pty Ltd
State Bank Victoria
State Library of Tasmania
Sun Microsystems Australia
Swinburne Institute of Technology
Tattersall Sweep Consultation
The Australian National University
The Department of Industry Technology and Commerce
The University of Adelaide
The University of Melbourne
The University of New South Wales
The University of Wollongong
University of New England
University of Technology Sydney Computing Services Division
Vicomp
Wang Australia Pty Ltd
Webster Computer Corporation
Yartout Pty Ltd
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USENIX San Diego Proceedings

Timothy Roper
Secretary, AUUG Inc.

Description

AUUG has acquired fifty copies of the proceedings from the 1989 Winter USENIX Technical Confer-
ence (San Diego, January 30 — February 3, 1989). They are available at cost to members only on a
first-come-first served basis. We may order a further shipment but that would not be done until suffi-
cient excess orders are received so you should act quickly to avoid delay. The cost per copy is $39 plus
$6 post and packing (surface mail within Australia).

Ordering Details

Orders must be on the attached order form signed by a member of AUUG. In the case of an Institu-
tional member it should either be signed by the Administrative Contact (the person who signed the
current membership form) or stamped and signed by a representative of the institution.

Orders from non-members will be accepted only if they are accompanied by a completed membership
application form with payment. Membership information and application forms may be found in a
recent copy of the association’s newsletter AUUGN or obtained by mailing timr@labtam.oz or the
postal address below.

The form with payment should be sent to:

AUUG Inc

PO Box 366
Kensington NSW 2033
Australia

Terms

Payment (cheque or money order) for copies of the proceedings and for membership must be enclosed.
Purchase orders will only be accepted from Institutional members.
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SAN DIEGO PROCEEDINGS

ORDER FORM

Coméct Dectails:
Namc:
Phone:

Fax:
Net Address:

Postal Address:

Shipping Address:

Number of Copics @ $45 cach: Total Cost:
Mcmbership Details:
Name of Mcmber:

Category of Mcmbership:
Ordinary/Stwudcnt/Institutional/Hon Life

Signaturc:

Namc (plcasc print):
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USENIX 1990 Winter Conference Call for Papers

Papers are sought in all areas of Unix-related research and development, for the technical program of the 1990
Winter USENIX Conference. Papers which are accepted for the conference will be published in the conference
proceedings and shall be presented during the three days of technical sessions at the conference.

Appropriate topics for presentation include, but are not limited to:

e New Tools and "Little Languages” e Architectures and Compilers

e Unix and AL e File Systems and Servers
Intelligent Systems Failsafe/Failsoft File Managers
Neural Nets Hierarchical File Migration
Is there any I in Al, or is it all just A? Version Control

e Ada and Unix — Real Experience, Future Expectations e Distributed Systems and Services

e Software Relecase Systems and Servers Networking and Security
Documentation Issues e User Interfaces and UIMS Systems
Installation Guides and On-line Help Systems e Experiences and Novel Applications

All submissions will be considered — however, papers detailing new and interesting work will be regarded much
more favorably than thinly disguised product announcements or re-runs of previous reports. The Winter 1990
conference is requiring that extended abstracts (and not full papers, as in previous conferences) be submitted.
An extended abstract should describe the nature of the work, summary of results and conclusions, and should be
between 1000-2000 words long (two to three typeset pages). Time is scheduled for authors of accepted papers to
complete their submissions; therefore, extended abstracts will only be accepted when it is felt that a complete and
worthy paper can be produced by the final due date.

The final paper should include a 100-300 word abstract, a discussion of how the paper relates to other work,
illustrative figures (where appropriate), and citations to relevant literature. Only previously unpublished
submissions will be considered. Final papers should contain on the order of 8-12 pages of single spaced typeset
materials. All final papers must be submitted in a camera-ready format or electronic format (iroff -ms if
possible) — typewritten or dot-matrix output is not acceptable as final output. For authors without access to a
laser printer or typesetter, appropriate facilities will be provided by the program chair.

Please submit abstracts as soon as possible, and mail one hard-copy and one electronic-copy to the addresses
below. The final deadline for receipt of submissions is August 14, 1989; abstracts received after this deadline
will not be considered. Notification of acceptance or rejection will be made by September 25, 1989. Final
camera-ready papers are due by November 17, 1989.

To submit an extended abstract or request additional information, please contact:

Daniel V. Klein Internet;  wash-usenix@sei.cmu.edu
Washington USENIX Technical Program UUCP: uunet!sei.cmu.edu!wash-usenix
Software Engineering Institute

Camegie Mellon University Telephone: +1 (412) 268-7791 (W)
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 +1 (412) 422-0285 (H)

+1 (412) 268-5758 (FAX)
Please include your physical and electronic mail address in all correspondence.

Technical Program Committee

Daniel V. Klein, Chair - Software Engineering Institute, CMU

Eric P. Allman — International Computer Science Institute John R. Mashey — MIPS Computer Systems
Pat Caruthers — Aratar Michael D. O’Dell — Prisma, Incorporated
John Devitofranchesi — University of Illinois, Urbana Charlie Perkins — IBM, T.J. Watson Research
Michelle Dominijanni — Concurrent Computer Corporation Dennis M. Ritchiec — AT&T Bell Laboratories
Daniel Geer — Massachusetts Institute of Technology Susanne Smith — Windsound Consulting
Chet Juszczak — Digital Equipment Corporation Alix Vasilatos — Open Software Foundation
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A Simple Data Entry Program
J. Lions
Universfty of New South Wales, Kensington 2033

1. Introduction

Some time ago I implemented a simple, pattern directed data entry program for creating sets of similar
data files. The original design started as a student exercise in C programming and the use of system
calls, and other features were gradually added later. The program is conceptually simple (only 187 lines
of C including comments), and satisfies about 90% of my requirements. Unfortunately I do not see any
easy way to satisfy the remaining ones without a drastic overhaul and expansion. The purpose of this
note is to advertise my program (send mail to johnl@cheops.eecs.unsw.oz if you are
interested) and also to enquire if anyone knows of another program that is better for the same task but is
not significantly more complex.

2.- The Present Program

Enter requires a pattern file that it uses as a template. In general, there is a one-to-one correspondence
between the lines of the pattern file and those of a newly created data file. Enter reads the pattern file
line by line. A line that does not contain ‘?’ is simply copied to the output. Otherwise the line is
divided: the characters before ‘?’ form the prefix, the character after the ‘?’ forms the operator, and the
characters after the operator form the suffix. Depending on the operator enter may query the user to
obtain needed information to determine whether an output line should be generated, whether the prefix
or the suffix or both should be replaced, and whether the line should be repeated.

Any output line generated consists of the prefix followed by a revised version of the suffix without the
‘?* or the operator. The following rules apply for the currently valid operators shown in brackets:

($) the suffix names a string in the the command environment that replaces the suffix.

(1) the suffix should be a shell command. This is executed and the first line of its standard output file
replaces the suffix.

(?) the suffix is copied to the user’s terminal as a prompting message. The user’s response replaces the
suffix.

(*) this is similar to the previous case (?) except that if the user’s reply is an empty line (null string) no
output line is generated.

(+) this is similar to the previous case (*) except that the question will be repeated (adding a new line to
the output file each time) until the user’s reply is an empty line (null string).

(y) the suffix is copied to the user’s terminal as a prompting message. If the user’s response begins
with ‘y’, the suffix is replaced with a null string otherwise no output line is generated.

The user may respond to a question posed by enter with a line beginning with ‘!* or ‘!!’, for example,
‘lgrep Smith names’. If the case of a single ‘!’, the command will be executed directly with output
to the user’s terminal and the question will be posed again. In the other case, e.g.
‘llgrep Smith names’, the standard file output generated by the command will be used for the
suffix for the new data line.

If in the second case the command output consists of several lines then each, up until the tenth, will
give rise to an output line. (Any lines after the tenth will be discarded.) Usually in such cases only one
line is correct, and the others will have to be removed using an editor either immediately or after all
data have been entered. At each stage the current output file may be viewed using e.g. ‘lcat %’ or
edited by responding ¢.g. ‘!ed %’ to the next question. In this context the usual convention is followed
that ‘%’ surrounded by white space is a metacharacter that is replaced by the current output file name.
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3. Samples
A sample pattern file is as follows:

.ds Pn 2S$NUM

.ds Dr "?!date

.ds Nc "??Formal name:
.de Ac

??Address:

?+ (more) :

.ds Tc "??Greeting:

.ds Ec "?*ACSNet address:
.DO

.b4?ySend letter now?
.b5?ySend acknowledgement?

If Enter is called with this pattern file, the ensuing dialogue might appear on a CRT screen as follows
(with the user’s replies in bold):

Formal name: Mr F. Flintstone
Address: 123 Pebble Lane,
(more) : Boulder, NSW,
(more): Australia
(more) :
Greeting: Fred
ACSNet address: fred@flints.oz

Send letter now? y
Send acknowledgement? n

As a result of this dialogue, and supposing that the environment variable NUM happens to be 735, the
created data file would look like:

.ds Pn 735

.ds Dr "Tue May 2 13:56:02 EST 1989
.ds Nc "Mr F. Flintstone

.de Ac

123 Pebble Lane,

Boulder, NSW,

Australia

.ds Tc "Fred

.ds Ec "fred@flints.oz
.DO

.b4

4. Residual Problems

The present program makes a single pass through the pattemn file. It doesn’t remember answers from
one pattern line to the next, and in particular, it doesn’t modify its behaviour based on previous answers.
For example, the last question in the above dialogue should not have been asked given that the previous
question had been answered affirmatively. The main remaining difficulty that I have is not with saving
all the answers, but in devising an improved syntax for the pattern file so that the appropriate concepts
can be expressed neatly and succinctly.
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OFF THE NET

Hello once again to the next {exciting,boring} issue of "Off the Net™.
As I said in my last issue, it’s a bit difficult writing this stuff
under the influence of LDF (Long Delayed Feedback). To put it another
way, I received little comment on my first attempt (and what comment
there was, was along the lines of "Yes, well...") so I can only hope
that everyone likes it. 1If you don’t, write your own articles. At the.
time of typing this, the second submission has yet to manifest itself,
and so once again I must submit gracefully to the printing pipeline.

Young David Purdue sort of flamed me for not getting into the first
issue, so I challenged him to post something Worthwhile. This is
what eventuated... I was almost tempted to repost it as a forged
checkgroups message, but thought better of it:

From: davidp@labtam.oz (David Purdue)
Newsgroups: aus.flame
Subject: Re: Please keep trash out of the wrong newsgroups

In article <1239%9@murtoa.cs.mu.oz.au>, kre@Qcs.mu.oz.au (Robert Elz) appended:
> I append the current descriptions of the aus.* groups for those whose

> newsreaders don’t display this information, and as a reminder for those

> who may have unsubscribed and forgotten some of these groups exist.

Close, Robert, but no banana. Try these descriptions:

aus.general High ranking military officers

aus.ai Short, high pitched screams (ai!!)

aus.aviation Planes, Lines, Spheres, etc.

aus.ex—comms Convicted criminals returned to society
aus.conserve Jams and Marmelades.

aus.flame Discussion on the latest fashions in asbestos suits
aus.followdown Followups to aus.flame articles

aus.fps Flying Picket Songs

aus.genstat Statistics on high ranking military officers

aus. jobs You really don’t want to read this, signed, your Boss
aus.kermit Discussion of the Muppet Show.

aus.lp New features for the System V print spooler command
aus.mac Raincoats.

aus.mail Post invoices, accounts, bills, etc. to aus.fee-mail
aus.netstatus Can we catch enough fish for dinner?

aus.parallel Lines, Planes, Spheres, etc.

aus.politics Hot air ballooning.

aus.pyramid The wonders of ancient Egypt.

aus.radio Discussion on your favourite DJ.

aus.scheme Plots, plans and hidden agendas.

aus.spearnet Who put all the holes in my net? No fish for dinner.
aus.sun-works Confirming that dawn will occur tomorrow.

aus.wanted Criminals still on the run.

Like I said,

I was tempted to repost it, but overcame it. Children,

don’t try this at home...
AUUGN
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This next one more properly belongs in aus.bizarre, had it existed at
the time. At the time of writing, its existence is still in some doubt.
Bizarre, one might say...

From: daveh@cheops.eecs.unsw.oz (David Hume)
Newsgroups: aus.jokes
Subject: Dont run over a duck

relayed to me from my brother in USA:

PM-Duck Death, 0353<
Town Pet’s Death Brings Unusual Sentence<
Eds: Pekin in 3rd graf is cqg.<

STRONGSVILLE, Ohio (AP) _ A man who ran over a beloved
neighborhood duck has been ordered to do time at an animal farm, buy
a replacement duck for the owners and train it to cross the road.

Dozens of people sent cards, letters and flowers to Joseph and
Shirley Spak after Danny the Duck’s death Jan. 23.

Danny, a Pekin duck about 9 or 10 years old, was a familiar sight
to area residents during his frequent jaunts across the road to swim
in a creek next to the fire station, his owners said.

‘“When they’d walk their dogs, they’d stop and talk to him,’’
Mrs. Spak said. ‘‘Everybody sure did love the duck.’’ i

Mayor Walter Ehrnfelt said he threw the book at Robert Yarsky,
20, of Strongsville, who pleaded no contest to a second-degree )
misdemeanor charge of killing an animal Feb. 9.

‘‘He said he didn’t intentionally run the duck over,’’ Ehrnfelt
said Tuesday. The mayor said Yarsky’s lack of remorse during the
court appearance made him think ‘‘it was a deliberate act.’’

Yarsky was caught because a witness copied down his license i
number and reported it to police, Ehrnfelt said.

Ehrnfelt fined Yarsky $750 plus $28 in court costs and 90 days in
jail.

‘I suspended the 90 days based on the fact that maybe we could
help this individual learn a little bit about animals and the love
of pets,’’ the mayor said.

Tc avoid Jjail time, Yarsky has to read a book on ducks and spend
two days a week for the next two months as a volunteer at the
Burnette Animal Farm in Olmsted Township. Ehrnfelt also ordered
Yarsky to buy the Spaks another duck and train it, including how to
cross the road to the creek.

*‘I even said I would help him if necessary,’’ Ehrnfelt said.

Yarsky was not at home when telephoned for comment this morning. ;
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His mother, Margaret, reiterated his claim that the death was an
accident.

AP-NR-02-16-89 0856EST<

This one will probably get me some time in purgatory.

From: fred@basser.oz (Fred Curtis)
Newsgroups: aus.religion,aus.jokes
Subject: Deus ex Machina

Summary: Been there, done that.
Keywords: Very long.

Followup-To: aus.flame

In <642Qagsm.unsw.oz> [aus.religion], crifprog@agsm.unsw.oz writes

I am left with the impression that God follows a set of deterministic
rules. I reckon I could simulate him with an expert system if

I could find out what these hypothesized rules and absolutes are.

>
>
>
> ..
> So come on, folks, help me write my God-simulator
>

>

j.c

What do they teach computer scientists these days? Research has

been underway in this field for a very long time, and its fruit

can be seen in many applications, with hardware ranging from the
earliest efforts of Cabbage’s "Ecumenical Engine" to the modern
PRAY II supercomputer. The software/theory side is also well
established, although I can’t think of any commercial products apart
from the popular StainedGlassWindows and several DeityBase packages
running under the MS-GOD oracular system.

In relation to your particular enquiry, I believe that some Japanese
researchers recently derived an equation describing God. The resultis
have not been verified (several key people apparently achieved
Enlightenment and promptly vanished), but even if the desired equation
did not exist, it would be necessary to invent it.

~~ A A~ A~~~

Modern machine-based mysticism has its seeds in the Indeconstructural
Revolution, when several CS departments in tertiary institutions around
the world were bought out by large Evangelical conglomerates. Not much .
progress was made until a solitary PDP in ‘Lower Bolognia suddenly made
the astounding claim that it had been God and God had been it. A great:
deal of time has been spent trying to reproduce this since the original
PDP was deconstructed by zealous undergraduates concerned about the
possibly heretical implications of the claim.

Computer Networks

~ o~ A A e A e

This subject is not really my forte, but several researchers here
in the Basidiogenetic Dept of Cybertheology are at the forefront
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